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Presentation Topics

Power Point Presentations:

Classic Pegmatite Localities of Connecticut 


For a small state Connecticut is home to many classic pegmatite localities. 

Places like Strickland, Gillette and Branchville Quarry are known the world over. What about the other 500 or so pegmatite’s in Connecticut?  This talk is an overview of some of the “classic” pegmatite localities of Connecticut and the minerals that have been found (and still can be) at them.  

*See where these famous pegmatites are located in Connecticut.  Learn a little about their history.

*See some representative minerals from each of these distinctive quarries. This is an excellent overview of the pegmatite minerals of Connecticut.

I use a “Top 10 Format” to sort thru the many pegmatites and try to determine which localities “make the cut” to be considered Connecticut Classics.

Volcanoes of Southern Italy 




Do volcanoes make minerals?  On this trip we’ll trek on some of the volcanoes of Italy looking for minerals and try to learn about volcanoes along the way.

*First stop is Naples, Italy to meet my friend, Dr. Achille Panunzi, long time collector of minerals on Mt.Vesuvius.  Mt. Vesuvius is now a national park and closed to collecting.  Achille will show us the classic mineral collecting localities of Vesuvius and the unique collecting techniques they use.

*We’ll visit the Mineralogical Museum in Naples where famous scientists like Scacchi , Zambonini , Monticelli and others did groundbreaking research on volcanoes and their minerals. Mt. Vesuvius is the type locality for over 50 minerals.  You’ll recognize many of them. 

*Last of all we’ll visit some of the historic treasures around Mt. Vesuvius. Almost everyone has heard of the eruption of 79AD that destroyed Pompeii and Hurculaneum.  We’ll visit these sights and also the National Archeological Museum in Naples which holds the treasures and artifacts found at the excavations.

*Next, we’ll travel to the Aeolian Islands off the coast of Sicily.  All of these islands are actually volcanoes!  We’ll visit Stromboli, a beautiful island AND active volcano that erupts about every 15 minutes! We’ll spend a few days climbing on the volcano and learning about their unpredictable behaviors.

*Before we head back to Naples, we’ll quickly explore a couple of the other Aeolian islands, Volcano and Lipari.  Volcano island is the FIRST volcano discovered by early man.  ALL other volcanoes are named after this one!  We’ll also visit Lipari which actually has been mined for Obsidian and Pumice since early times.    
The Mines & Minerals of Cornwall, England

*Collect underground at the Geevor Tin mine. Now flooded, it was one of the last operating tin mines in this classic mining area

*Visit several old mines in the area of St. Just

*Visit mines near St.Micheals Mount, such as Pemberthy Croft, where pyromorphite and other minerals have been collected recently

*Visit one of the classic mines near St. Day, Wheal Gorland, which is famous for its copper arsenate minerals, such as olivenite

*For a change, we’ll visit the scenic mines near Cligga Head where tin has been mined for over 200 years!

*We’ll also visit St. Austell where the product mined in clay for the pottery industry.  The clay is derived from weathered granite which has veins that produce minerals like turquoise, smoky quartz and feldspar pseudomorphs called “Pig’s Eggs” by the locals

*Last, we’ll look at a selection of slides showing minerals from all these localities…and many more

Collecting Minerals Underground at Laurion,Greece

*After a brief visit to Athens, we’ll travel to Kamareza, one of the mining districts of Laurion (Laurium) which has been mined for MORE than 2000 years

*Thanks to my good Friend, we’ll have the rare opportunity to collect underground with one of the few surviving miners.

*We’ll also collect at the locality known as the “3 Km mine”.  This is where beautiful Annabergite crystals are found.  These are some of the best in the world!

*Next we’ll travel to another of the mining districts of Laurion…the Plaka, where Wulfenite, Red Barite, Hematite, Copiapite can be found

*We’ll also visit the Sounion area , where you can collect Fluorite crystals on the hillside within sight of the Temple of Sounion which overlooks the Aegean Sea

*During this trip we’ll have several opportunities to see private collections, as well as the Museums in the area

Mineral Collecting in Southern California
*This trip starts out in the Mojave Desert where we collect Barite crystals in the old underground workings of Lead Mountain

*Still in the Mojave, we travel to the small town of Boron to collect at the extensive workings of U.S. Borax mine.  There are numerous Boron minerals to be found here, including Colemanite, Ulexite, Tunnelite and others

*From here we shift focus to the main objective of this trip…PEGMATITES.  The highlight of the trip is the rare opportunity to collect underground at one of the most famous gem mines in North America…the Himalaya mine.  Here we’ll collect gem tourmaline crystals along with other pegmatite minerals

*We’ll also collect at other famous San Diego co pegmatites, such as the Stewart Lithia mine and the Maple Load mine.

*The talk finishes up with a selection of slides showing the wonderful minerals found in San Diego co.
Slide Presentations:

Mineral Collecting in Greenland

Join me on this registered Polar Expedition with 15 scientists, mineralogists and collectors.  Under the direction of Ron Peterson of Queens University in Kingston, Ontario we’ll travel thru the artic circle for a unique collecting experience.  There are no accommodations in remote Greenland so we’ll be dropped off by boat and camp under primitive conditions. You’ll see icebergs in every shape and color!

*Our first stop is the Kangerluarsuk fjord which is part of the Ilimaussaq Intrusion.  This is one of the classic geological settings that is referenced in most textbooks.  The minerals found here are very similar to Mont St. Hillaire , Quebec. We’ll hike into the hills and collect rare minerals like Eudialyte xls, Polylithionite, Narsarsukite and others.  Besides minerals, this is a wonderful place to go fishing.  We catch abundant Artic Char in a frigid stream next to our base camp.  Great eating!.

*Next we travel the fjords to Narsik and set up another base camp at the foot of the famous Tarseq Slope and Kvanefjeld.  This is still part of the Ilimaussaq intrusion. Lots of rare minerals to collect here, including Tugtupite, Villiamite, Sorensenite and more. 

*Well move to the Igaliko Intrusion for our last collecting spot… the famous locality of Narsarsuk.  After a rugged climb to the site the collecting is wonderful.  We collected Arfvedsonite, Elpidite, Zircon and more.  Last of all, we’ll search for the Nanna pegmatite to collect the very rare mineral Nafertisite.  Also, we’ll gather samples of an unknown mineral that will later be identified as the new mineral Micheelsenite! 

*Finally, we’ll spend a day sightseeing at the Viking settlement of Brattahlid, settled by Erik the Red over a 1000 years ago.  Get a unique view of how the Vikings survived  (for awhile) in this inhospitable land.

Mineral Collecting in Australia I
Australia is a paradise for mineral collectors!  I’m met in Sydney by my friend, Geologist Ian Graham.  Ian will guide me to his favorite collecting sites in the outback. But first we’ll do a little sight-seeing around Sydney and meet one on Ian’s longtime friends, Albert Chapman. Albert was one of Australia’s best known amateur collectors (he died shortly after my visit, unfortunately).

*Our first stop in the outback is Mineral Hill near the small town of Condobolin.  While this is a gold mine, we will be collecting copper minerals.  Imagine mine dumps that are colored blue and green. Next stop Cobar, another famous mining area for silver.

*My main destination on this trip is Broken Hill, without a doubt the most famous mining district in Australia. Literally TONS of silver have been mined here and numerous interesting minerals can be found here, too.  We’ll visit some of the mines in the district like the South mine, Kintore  Opencut and others. 

Most people don’t know that Broken Hill has PEGMATITES, too. We meet up with one of the geologists from the district who is an old friend of Ian’s.  Gary guides us to extremely remote areas in the district where we collect at pegmatites, such as the Egebeck, Triple Chance and Euriowie mines. 

*Next we’ll cross the border into South Australia where we’ll visit the Dome Copper mine.  Here the collector can find many interesting minerals, including Chrysacolla veins laced with Gold!

*I leave Ian now and travel to goldfields in the state of Victoria. Victoria had a gold rush in 1852 just after gold was discovered in California.  We’ll see some of this history preserved in the Gold Museum in Ballarat.

Here I meet another geologist friend to collect underground in an ACTIVE gold mine, the Maxwell mine in Inglewood.  Imagine breaking off chunks of Quartz from the working face that are laced with visible Gold! 

*After catching a flight to Tasmania, I join with some other collecting friends to visit my last sight, the famous Red Lead mine in Dundas.  As we travel to Dundas we stop along the way to collect at other famous mines like the Blowhole at Queenstown.  When we get to Dundas we’ll visit the local mining museum and then head to the Red Lead mine where we’ll collect Crocoite and other minerals.

Mineral Collecting in Australia II

On this trip we’ll visit some old favorites, like Broken Hill, and also try some new places.  

*Victoria has a long history of gold mining going back to 1851!  Today, however, the preferred method of finding gold is with a metal detector.  On the last trip we collected in an operating gold mine.  This time we’ll try our luck metal detecting in an area known for producing nuggets that weighed hundreds of Kilos!

We’ll also stop in again at the Gold Museum at Ballarat and also visit an historic gold milling machine to see how the gold is processed.  Then, for something a little different, we’ll visit a Eucalyptus Stew Pot.  Did you ever wonder where those eucalyptus cough drops come from?

*Next stop, Adelaide, South Australia where we join with some local collectors from the Adelaide club.  We’ll travel together with our new friends to the remote Flinders Range.  Along the way we’ll stop in at the classic phosphate locality of Reapahook Hill. We’ll spend the night at a sheep ranch at Rawnsley Park. We’ll also visit the scenic area of Chamber’s Gorge and collect at the Linke’s Barite mine.

Upon arrival, we will set up camp in the unique village of Arkaroola. With this as our base we travel into the remote outback here to collect Ilmenite xls, Quartz xls at Mt.Gee and Copper minerals at the Sir Dominic mine.

*Then we leave Flinders and head east across the outback to Broken Hill.  Along the way we’ll visit the old King’s Bluff Gold mine and Quartz “reef”.  Not much gold left here, but wonderful brilliant Quartz xls.

This time at Broken Hill we’ll collect at the Pinnacles mine about 5 miles or so from town.  There’s also the added treat of collecting on material from the famous Kintore Opencut that has been brought here for processing.

*Our last stop on the way back to Sydney we stop at the famous White Cliffs Opal mine.  Here we collect on the dumps for opals. For fun we stay in one of the more interesting hotels anywhere. 

Mineral Collecting in Far East Russia: Dal’Negorsk
In recent years we’ve seen many of Dal’Negorsk’s fabulous minerals on the market , the internet and as well as in numerous publications.  On this trip we travel to far eastern Russia and visit the mines and quarries of Dal’Negorsk.  We’ll collect underground in the mines and also in the open pit quarries.

*We start out in the port city of Vladivostok after enduring a few travel difficulties typical for Russia.  We’ll do a little sight-seeing in this city that was off limits to westerners during the cold war era.

*As we travel towards Dal’Negorsk, we’ll stop at the Blue River skarn deposit near Chuguevka.  This deposit is about 100KM from Dal’Negorsk and is actually located in a Siberian Tiger Reserve. It consists of a number skarn zones containing wonderful brown Andradite garnets that are sometimes found with excellent Green Quartz xls.

*The city of Dal’Negorsk is in a valley which has numerous mines and quarries around it.  After getting settled in we visit the local museum to get familiarized with the minerals and history of the area.

*Our first collecting trip is to the Verkhnee or Upper mine.  We start out collecting at the old open pit at the top of the mountain. Then we explore and collect in the extensive underground workings. This is a poly-metallic mine. We’ll collect Sphalerite and Galena from the ore body as well as Quartz xls, Hedenbergite, Ilvaite of the gangue minerals.  

*Next we’ll collect at the East Boron pit, a.k.a. the Danburite Quarry.  Some of the largest and best Danburite xls in the world have been found here.

*Back to the mines, this time it’s the mine that’s produced some of the best specimens… the Nikolaevskiy mine. We’ll collect excellent Ilvaite, Hedenbergite, Sphalerite and Quartz specimens.

*The Central Boron quarry, or more simply the “Bor Pit” is a huge opencut that is mined for Datolite as an ore of Boron.  There is an amazing variety of Datolite xls here in colors like green, yellow and even BLUE!  Associated minerals include pink Apophyllite, Quartz, Axinite and more.

Adjacent to the Central pit is the West Boron pit.  It contains many of the same minerals but has an abundance of “walk in” Quartz pockets.

*Our last underground collecting is at the Second Sovietskiy mine.  Here there is an amazing range of Calcite xls in every size, shape and color.

*After an exhausting stretch of collecting its time for a day off.  We finish up the trip with a day at the beach, in this case the Sea of Japan.  It’s a beautiful place but only members of the “polar Bear club” would want to swim there. Then we’re homeward bound!
Mineral Collecting in Siberia!

Siberia is a treasure trove of gems and minerals.  This trip is an odyssey that covers thousands of miles along the borders of Russia, China and Mongolia.

*We arrive in Siberia at the city of Khabarovsk.  Here we sightsee for a day while we adjust for the time difference and arrange for travel to Irkutsk a thousand miles into interior Siberia.

*Irkutsk is located on Lake Baikal, reported to be the deepest lake in the world!  Our destination here are the marble quarries of Slyudyanka. We’ll spend a few days in this area exploring the old quarries searching for skarn zones that produce some wonderful minerals, like Blue Apatite, Scapolite, Sphene, Lapis Lazuli and many more. 

*Next we’ll travel by the Trans-Siberian Railway and 4WD to the remote Transbaikal Mountains to the Malkany pegmatite district. Here we explore several of the pegmatite mines searching for gem minerals like Rubellite, Topaz, Morganite and more.

Food is scarce here so we take a day to go fishing in the local river.  Check out the equipment and techniques that the Russians use to put some food on the table.

*We continue working our way along the Russian-Mongolian border to the important Tantalum mine at Orlovskoye. This is a huge griesen type deposit that was formed by mineral bearing solutions from a granite formation.  We collect excellent examples of Zinnwaldite, Topaz , Amazonite, Golden Beryl and more.

The Orlovskoye mine is located in the autonomic state of Buryatia, a predominantly Buddhist area.  The Buddhist religion is now being re-established after the fall of Communism.  We’ll visit one of the local monasteries and get a rare inside tour by the monks.

*Next we travel to our last collecting destination, the famous gem mines of the Adun Chelon  Mountains. This area has produced some of the best Aquamarines in the world for over 300 years!  Here the mountains border on the famous steppes of Mongolia.  We’ll collect Aquamarine, Smoky Quartz, Topaz at several locations including the famous Sherlovaya Gora (which translates to “Schorl Mountain”).  

*Done with our collecting we travel to the city of Chita, the capitol of the regional Oblast or state of Chita.  We do some sightseeing here while we wait for the signatures of officials which allow us to take our finds out of Russia.

*The odyssey comes to an end back at Irkutsk.  Before we leave for home we spend a few days sight-seeing around Irkutsk and the wonderful Lake Baikal.

Mineral Collecting by Boat in S.E. Alaska

*Travel to Ketchican in SE Alaska where we meet a Float Plane which ferries us to the remote fishing village of Pt. Baker on Prince of Wales Island. Here we are met by the Hyak, an old fishing boat that has been outfitted for mineral collecting!  We travel on the Hyak to a remote area on Kuiu Island known as Rocky Pass.
*Collecting here is similar in some ways to that of Nova Scotia, Canada. Collecting is done in the inter-tidal zone at low tide.  Here we collect one of the rarest zeolites, Barrerite, which grows on beautiful quartz stalactites or “fingers”

*We’ll hike up Irish Creek  to  a small dam constructed to improve the salmon spawning grounds.  Here we’ll collected beautiful Quartz Scepters and Reverse-Scepters

*We’ll also collect  Green Fluorite crystals at another locality on Kuiu Island

*As we travel all around Rocky Pass we’ll stop at many little islands, each of which is an unexplored treasure trove of zeolite minerals!
*All through this collecting experience you’ll see some of the beautiful nature that Alaska is famous for…Bald Eagles, Sea Otters, Bears and some of the best seafood you can find anywhere!
